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‘the Faerie Queene.

Contayning

The Legend of the Knight

of the Red Croffe,
- OR

Of Holineffe.

NEZA0 I the man, whofe Mufe whylome did maske,
ﬂ'ﬁ Astime her taught,in lowly Shephards weeds,
N 2221 A m now enforft a farre vofitter taske,

For truinpets fterne to chaunge mine Oaten reeds:
Andfing of Knights and Ladiesgentle deeds,
Whofe praifes hauingfleptin filence long,

Me, all too meane, the facred Mufe areeds

To blazonbroade emongft her learned throng:

Fierce warres and faichfull loues thall moralize my fong:

Helpe then, O holy virgin chiefe of nyne,
Thy weaker Nouice to performe thy will,
Lay forthout of thine euerlafting {cryne

The antiquerolles, which therelye hidden il
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"o 3 . ThepmFBookeor . ( ant. :

| Of Faerie knights and fayreft Tanaguill,
Whom that moft noble Briton Princefo lon:
Soughtthrough the world , and fuffered fomuch il
ThatI muftruehisvodeferued wrong: -

O helpethou my weake wit , and fharpen my dull tong,

>

| Andthou moft dreaded impe of highelt zoze,

'- Faire Ve¢nusfonne , that with thy cruell daze
Atthatgood knight fo cunningly didft roue,
That glorious fireitkindled in his hart,
Lay now thydeadly Heben bowe apart,
And with thy mother mylde come to mine ayde::
Comeboth ,and with you bring triumphant A4ar,
Inlouesand gentle jollities arraid,

Afeer his murdrous fpoyles and bloudie rage allayd.
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And withthem eke,0 Goddefle heauenly bright,
Mirrour of grace and Maieftie diuine |
Great Ladie of the greateftIfle, whofe light
Like Phabus lampe throughout the world doth {hine.
Shed thy faire beames into mine feebleeyne, !
And raie my thoughtes too humble and too vile,
To thinke of that true glorious typeof thine,
Theargument of mine afflicted flile:

The whicnto heare,vouchfafe,O deareft dread a while,

CANT.

&
4
1
|
q |
1’
[
E L

a

|
|

,_




P & = e S = = a
g - e e — T

Citits’ 57 e T
L ST T At o |

T he Patrone of true Holinefse,
Foule Erronr doth defeate: :
D) Hypocrifie bims ro entrappe, e

. Doth to bis home entreate. ﬁ
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GentleKnightwas pricking on the plaine,

Y cladd in mightie armes and filuer {hielde,
Wherein old dints of deepe woundes did remaine
The crucll markes of many’ a bloody ficlde;
Yetarmes till thattime did he nener wicld :
| His angry fteede did chide his foming bitt, -

dea. As much difdayning to the curbetoyield : -

Fulliolly knight he feeind , and faire did fits,
As one for knightly giufts and fierce encounters fitr,
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Andon his breft a bloodie Croffche bore, - &

The deare remembrance of his dying Lord, : :
For whofe fweere fake that gloxinus%adgchcworc; N
And dead as lining euer himador’d : i
Vpon his thield the like was allo fcor’d,
For foueraine hope , which in his helpe he had:
Right faithfull true he wasin deede and word,
But of his cheere did feeme too folemne fad;

Yetnothing did he dread, but ener was ydrad.

Vponagreataduenturche wasbond, *° e
That greateft Glorianato him gaue, .
“That greateft Glorious Queene of Faerylond,

"To winne him worfhippe,and her gracetohaue,
A3 Which
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W hich of all earthly thinges he moft did craue;
And ever as he rode his hart did earne,

To proue his puiflance in bateell braue

Vpon hisfoe, and his new force to learne;

Vpon hisfoe, a Dragon horrible and ftearne,

A louely Ladie rode him faire befide,

Vponalowly Affe more whitethenfnow,
Yetfhe much whiter, butthe fame did hide
Vnderavele , that wimpled was fulllow,
Andouerall a blacke {tolefhee did throw,

As one thatinly mournd: fo was fhe fad,

And heauie fate vpon her palfrey flow:
Seemed in heart fome hidden care fhehad,

Andby herina lineamilkewhite lambe the lad.

So pure andinnocent, as thatfame lambe,

She wasinlifeand euery vertuouslore,

Andby defcent from Royalllynage came

Of ancient Kinges and Queenes , that had of yore
Their fceptersfiretcht from Eaftto Wefterne fhore,
And allthe world in their {fubieéion held,

Tillthat infernall feend with foule vprore

Forwafted alltheirland , and them expeld':

Whom to auenge,{he had this Knight from far copeld,
Behindher farre away a Dwarfe did lag,

Thatlafie feemd inbeing cuer laft,

Or wearied with bearing of herbag

Of needmentsathisbacke. Thus asthey paft,
The day with clondes was fuddeine ouercaft,
And angry Jo4e an hideous ftorme of raine

Did poure into his Lemanslap fofaft,

That euerie wight to fhrowd 1tdid conftrain,

And this faire couple cke tofhroud théfelues were fain.

Enforft
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o ant the Faery Oneene. - e
Enforftto fecke fome couert nighathand, :
A fhadie groue not farr away they {pide,
T hat promift ayde the tempeft to withftand:
Whofe loftie trees yclad with fommers pride,
Did fpred fo broad, that heauens light did hide,
Not perceable with power of any ftarr:
And all within were pathes and alleies wide,
With footing worne, and leading inwardfarr:
Faire harbour that them feemes , {0 inthey entred ar.
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And foorth they pafle, with pleafure forwardled,
Joying to heare the birdes {weete harmony,
Whichthereinfhrouded from the tempeft dred,
Seemd in their fong to {corne the cruell sky.
Much can they praife the treesfo firaight and hy,

“The (ayling Pine , the Cedar proud and tall,
The vine-propp Elme s the Poplar neuerdry,
The builderOake,foleking of forrefts all, -
The Afpine good for ftaues, the Cyprefle funerall.
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The Laurell,meed of mightie Conquérours
And Poets fage, the Firre that weepeth flill,
The Willow worne of forlorne Paramours,
"The Eugh obedient to the benders will,
T he Birch for thaftes, the Sallow for the mill,
"The Mirrhe fiweete bleeding in the bitter wound,
"The warlike Beech ,the Afh fornothingill,
The fruitfull Oliue, and the Platane round, %
The carner Holme,the Maple feeldom inward found, - Heds

£

Led with delighe , they thus beguile the way, . Qi
Vatill the bluftring ftorme is ouerblowne; !
When weening to returne, whencethey did ftray, A
They cannotfinde that path, which firft wasthowne, o
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But wander too and fro in waies vnknowne,
Farthelt from end then, when they necreft weene,
That makes thé doubt,their wits be not theirowne: -
So many pathes, fo many turnings feene,

That which of them to take,in diuerfe doubt they been,

Atlatt refoluing forward ftill to fare,
Till that fome end they finde or in of out,
That path they take, that beaten feemd moft bare,
And like to lead the labyrinthabout; &l
Which when by tra¢t they hunted had throughout,
Atlength it brought themto a hollowe caue,
Amid the thickeft woods. The Champion ftout
Eftfoones difmounted from his courler braue,

And tothe Dwarfe a while his needleffe {pere he gaue,

Bewell aware, quoth then that Ladie milde,
Leaftfuddaine mifchiefe ye toorath prouoke:
The danger hid, the place vnknowne and wilde,
Breedes dreadfull doubts: Oft fire is without{moke,
And perill without fhow:therefore your hardy firoke
Sir knight with-bold, till further tryallmade.
AhLadie (faydhe ) thame were to reuoke,
The forward footing for an hidden thade:  (wade.
Vertue giues her felfe light, through darkenefle forte

Yeabut (quoth the) the perill of this place
I better wot then you, though nowetoo late,
Towithyou backe returne with foule diferace;
Yetwifedome warnes, whileft footis in the gate,
T oftaythe fteppe, ereforced toretrate,
This is the wandring wood, this Errours des, |
A monftervile, whom God and man does hate s
Therefore I read beware. Fly fly (quoth then
Thefearcfull Dwarfe: ) this is no place for lining mens
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I —— The Fuzry Daeent | )
Bue full of fire and greedy hardiment,
The youthfull knight could notforought be ftaide,
But forth vato the darkfom hole he went,
| Andlooked in: his gliftring armor made
r A lice glooming light;much like a fhade,
By which he {aw the vgly monfter plaine,
Halfelike a ferpeat horribly difplaide,
But th’other halfe did womans thape retaine,
Moftloth{om filthie,foule,and full ofvile difdaine.

And as fhe lay vpon the durtie ground,
Her hugelong taile her den all ouerfpred,
Yet was in knots and many boughtes vpwound,
Pointed with mortall fting.Of her there bred,
A thoufand yong ones,which fhe dayly fed, -
Sucking vpon her poifnous dugs,eachone
Of fundriefhapes,yet all ill fauored:
Soone as that vocouthlight vpon them fhone,
Into her mouth they crept,and fuddainall were gone,

fll!ll!mf"lgl,i
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Their dam vpftart,out of her den effraide,
Andrufhed forth,hurling her hideous raile
About her curfed head ,whofe folds difplaid
Were ftretcht now forth atlength without entraile.
_ She lookt about, and feeing one inmayle '
Armedto point, fought backe to turneagaine;
For lightihe hated as the deadly bale,
| Ay wont in defert darknes to remaine,
Where plain none mighther fee, nor thefeeany plaine.

- - — T g

. Whichwhen the valiant Elfe perceind, he lepe
' As Lyon fierce vpon the flying pray,
And with his trenchand blade her boldly kept

From turning backe,and forced her to ftay:
A [+ : Thcrc_




r o S The ﬁrﬂ ,’Bookeqf Cant. I,
" Therewith'enrag'd, fhe loudly gan to bray,
And turning fierce, her fpeckled taile aduauntt,
Threatning her anguie fting,him to difmay:
Whonoughtaghaft, his mightichand enhaunft:
The firoke down fr5 her head vnto her fhoulder glaunft

Much daunted with that dint,her fence was dazd,
Yetkindling rage her felfe (e gathered round,
Andall attonce her beaftly bodie raizd
With doubled forces high aboue the ground:
Tho wrapping vp her wrethed fterne arownd,
Leptfierce vpon his thield,and herhuge traine
Allfuddenly about his body wound,

That hand or foot to ftirr heftroue invaine:
God helpethe man fo wrapt in Erzonrs endlefle traine.
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- HisLadyfad to fee his fore conftraint,

Cride out,Now now Sir knight,thewwhat ye bee
Addfaith vato your force, and be not faint:
Strangle her,els (he fure will ftrangle thee.
That when he heard,in great perplexitic,
His gall did grate for griefeand hiEh di{daine,
And knitting all hisforce gotone hand free,

. ‘Wherewith he grypt her gorge with o great paine,

hatfoone to loofe her wicked bands did hercoftraine,
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Therewith {he {pewd out of her filthie maw
A floud of poyfon horrible and blacke,
Full of greatlumps of flefh and gobbets ravr,
Which ftunck {o vildly,that it forft him flacke,’
His grafping hold,and from her turne him backe:
Her vomit full of bookes and papers was,
With loathly frogs and toades,which eyes did lacke,
And creeping fought way in the weedy gras:
Her filthie parbreake all the place defiled has,
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~ Cant.I.  theFaeryOueene 9

Aswhen old father wvilus gins to fwell
With timely pride aboue the Aegyprianvale,
His fatue waues doe fertile {lime outwell,
And ouerflow each plaine and lowly dale:
* Bucwhen his later ebbe gins t"auale,
Huge heapes of mudd heleaues, wherin there breed
Ten thoufand kindes of creatures partly male
* And partly femall of his fruitful feed;
g Such vgly monftrous thapes elfwher may no manreed.

T T i —
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The fame fo {ore annoyed hastheknight,
i That welnigh choked with the deadly ftinke,
[  His forces faile,ne can no lenger fight.
Whofe corage when the feend perceiud to fhrinke,
- "Shepoured forth outof her hellith finke
Her fruitfull curfed fpawne of ferpents fmall,
Deformed monfters,fowle,and blacke as inke,
Whichfwarming allabout his légs did crall,
And him encombred {ore,but could nothurt acall.

As gentle Shepheard in [weete enentide,
When ruddy Phebus gins to welke inweft,
Highonan Kill, his flocke to vewen wide,
Markes which doe byte their balty fupper beft,
A cloud of cumbrous gnatres doe him moleft,
All ftriving to infixe their feeble ftinges,
Thatfrom their noyance he no where canreft,
But with his clownith hands their tender wings,
He bratheth oft,and oftdoth mar their murmuriogs.

Thus ill beftedd,and fearefull more of thame,
Then ofthe certeine perill he ftoodin,
Halfe furious vnto his foe he came,

Relolud in minde all fuddenly to win,
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10 'The fir[t Booke of Cant. I
Or foone to lofe, before he once would lin;
And ftroke at her with more then manly force,
That from her body full of filthie {in
He raft her hatefull heade withoutremorfe;
A ftreame of cole black blood forth guthed frd her corfe

e
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Her {cattred brood, foone as their Parent deare
They faw fo rudely falling to the ground,
Groning full deadly, all with troublous feare,
Gathred themfeluesabout her body round,
Weening their wonted entrance to hauefound -
At her wide mouth: but being there withftood
They flocked all about her bleeding wound,
Andfucked vp theirdying mothersbloud,
Making her death their life,and eke her hurc their good.

Thatdeteftable fight him much amazde,
Tofeeth’vokindly Impes of heauen accurft,
Deuoure their dam; on whom while {o he gazd,

' Hauingall faciffide theirbloudy thurft,

Their bellies fwolne he faw with fulneffe burft,

And bowels gufhing forth: well worthy end

Offuchas drunke her life, the which them nurfl;

Now needeth him no lengerlabour fpend, (contend.
His foes haue flaine themfelues, with whom he fhould

T e s ne— Tme WSS SRS oo O T,

His Lady fecing all that chaunft,from farre
Approchtin haft to greet hisviGorie,
And faide,Faire knight, borne vnder happie ftarre,
Who fee your vanquifht foes before you lye:
Well worthiebe you of that Armory, 3
Wherein ye haue great glory wonne this day,
And proou'd your ftrength on a ftrong enimie,
Your firlftaduenture: many fuch I pray,
And henceforth ener wifh,thatlike fucceed it may.
Then

BT e mer Des wer rwn W == B -



43 Lant.1.  theFaeryOgcene. . . g
s Thcn mounted he vponhis Steede againe,

S Andwiththe Lagy backward foughtto wend;
: That path he kept, which beaten was moft plamc,
Neeuerwould to an byway bend,
7 But ftill.did follow onevatothe cnd

‘ The which at laft out of the wood them brought.

So forward on his way (with God tofrend)
* He pafied forth,and new aduenture fought,

Long way he traueiled,before he heard of ought.

Lo £
3

Atlength they chaunfttomeetvpon tbe way
'An aged Sire, inlong blacke weedes yclad,
His feete all bare,his beard all hoarie gray,
And by his belthisbooke he hanging had;
Soberhefeemde,and very fagely fad,
And tothe ground his eyes were Iowly bent,
Simple inthew,and voide of malice bad,
‘And allthe way /he prayed ashe went,

And oftenknocke his breft, as one that did repent,

- - B i s i
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He faire theknight faluted, louting low,
Who faire him quited,as that courteous was:
And after asked him,if he did know
Of ftraunge aduentures, which abroad did
Ahmy deare Sonne (quoth he)how ﬂmuldp yalas,
~ Silly old man,thatlines in h:ddcn cell,
' Bidding his beades all day for his trcf pas,
" Tydings of warre and worldly troublc tell?
With holy father fits not with{uch thinges to mell.

. Butif of daunger which hereby doth dwell,
tz And homebredd euil ye defire to heare,
. Ofaftraungeman I canyou tidings tell,

3 That watteth all this countrie farrr: md nearc. - Of
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Offuch (faide he)I chiefly doeinquere,

And (hall thee well rewardeto fhew the place,

Inwhich that wicked wight his dalycs doth weare:

For to all knighthood it 1sfoule difgrace,
Thatfucha curled creature liues (o long afpace.

Far hence (quoth he) in waftfull wildernefle
His dwelling is,by which no lining wight
May cuer pafle, but thorough great diftrefle,
Now (faide the Ladie)draweth toward night,
And wellI wore,that of your later fight
Ye all forwearied be: for whatfo ftrong,
Butwanting reftwill alfo wantof might?
The Sunne thatmeafures heauenalldaylong,
Atnight doth baite his ftcedes the Oceanwaues emong.

WMo s S S v uamn -

Then with the Sunne take Sir, your timely reft,
Andwith new day new wor{c atonce begin:
Vatroubled night they fay giues counfell beft.
Right well Sir knight yehaue aduifed bin, *
Quoth then thataged man; the way towin
Iswifely to aduife: now day s {pent;;

Therefore with me yemay take vp your In
For thisfame night. The knight was well content:
Sowith that godly father to his home they went.
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A licle Jowly Hermitage itwas,
Downe in adale,hard by aforeftsfide,
Far from refort of ccpgz,that did pas
In tranecillto and froc: a lie wyde
There was an holy chappell edifyde,
Whereinthe Hermite dewly wontto fay
His holy thinges each mornc and euentyde:
Thereby a chriftall fireame did gently play,
Which from a facred fountaing welled forth alway.
' Arriued
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(ant. L. the Faery Queene. 13
Arriued there the litle houfe they fill, ’
Ne lookefor entertainement,where none was:
Reft is their feaft,and all thinges at their will;
[ Thenobleft mind the beft contentment has.
With faire difcourfe the euening {o they pas:
For that olde man of pleafing wordes had ftore,
And well could file his tongue asfmooth as glas, -;
3 He told of Saintes and Popes,and euermore I
4 He ftrowd an Awe- Mary after and before.

_- Thedrouping Nightthus creepeth onthem faft,

3 And the fad humor loading their eyeliddes,

[- Asmeflenger of Aorphens on them caft

' Sweet{16bring deaw,the whichtofleepthem biddes:

= B ————

Vnto theirlodgings then his gueftes he riddes: =N
k. Where when alldrowndin deadly{leepe he findes, = |
f He to his ftudie goes,and there amiddes =T
His magick bookes and artes of fundrie kindes, =i

!l

Hefeckes out mighty charmes,totrouble {leepy minds.

Then choofing out few words moft horrible,
(Letnone them read)thereof did verfes frame,
With which and other fpelles like terrible,

- Hebad awake blacke P/uzoes griefly Dame,

And curfed heuen,and {pake reprochful fhame
Of higheft God,the Lord of lifeand light, I
A bold bad man, that dar'd to call by name :
Great Gorgon, prince of darknes and dead night; '

At which Cocyrus quakes and Sz« is put to flight,

Andforth he cald out of deepe darknes dredd _ i
Legions of Sprights, the which like litle flyes , ¢
Fluttring about his euerdamned hedd, |
A waite wheretotheir feruice heapplyes,, 5
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The firft Booke of Cant. 1.
To aide his friendes, ot fray bis enimics: -
Of thofe he chofe out two,the falfeft twoo,
And fitteft for to forgerue Afeeminglyes;

The oneof themhe gauea meflage too,
The other by him felfe ftaide other worke todoo.

He making fpeedy way through {perfed ayre,
And through the world of waters wide and deepe,
To Morpheus houfe doth haftily repaire,
Amid the bowels of the earth full fteepe, .
And Jow, wheredawning day doth neucr peepe, X
His dwelling is; there Zethys hiswe bed !

" Doth euer wafh, and Cynthiaftill doth fteepe
Tafiluer deaw his euer-drouping hed, -

Whiles f2d Nightouerhim her matle blackdoth fpred.

Whofe double gateshe findeth locked faft,
The one faire fram’d of burnifht Yuory,
The other all with filuerouercat;
And wakeful dogges before them farre doclye,
W atching to banith Care theirenimy,
Who oftiswont totrouble f%f:m‘le Sleepe.

By them the Sprite doth pafle in quietly, -
Andvnro Magobms comes, whom drowned deepe

In drowfie fit he findes: of nothing he takeskeepe.

And more, to lulle him in his lumber {oft,
A trickling ftreame from highrock tumbling downe
And euery drizling raine vpon the loft, - - - e 388
Mixt with a murmuring winde, much like the fowne
Offivarming Bees,did caft him inafwowne: ¢ POl
No other noyfe, nor peoplestroublouscryes; =~ = 8
As ftill are wontt’annoythe walled towne, 3
Might there be heard: but carcleffe Quiet lyes, -

Wiapt in eternall filence farre from enimy€s, i3

The



“Cant.L the Faery Qucene: 18
The Meflenger approching to him {pake,
But his wafte wordes retournd to him in vaine:
Sofound he flept,thatnought mought himawake.
Then rudely he him thruft,and pufhe with paine,
Whereat he gan to ftretch: buthe againe :
Shooke him fo hard, that forced him to{peake.
As one thenin a dreame,whofe dryer braine .
Is toft with troubled {ighes and fanci€s weake, |
He mumbled foft,but would not all his filence breake,

! The Sprite then gan more boldly him to wake;
And threatned vnto him the dreaded name

f Of Hecate: whereathegan to quake,

b Aundlifting vp his lompifh head, with blame

‘: Halfe angrie asked him,for what he came.
Hether (quoth he) me Archimagofent,

He that the ftubborne Sprites can wifely tame,
He bids thee to him fead for his intent

}_ A fit falfe dreame,that can delude the fleepers fent,

g
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' The God obayde, and calling forth ftraight way

2 A diuerfe dreame outof his prifon darke,

4 Delinered itto him,and downe did lay

L His heauie head,deuoide of carcful carke,

| Whofefences all were ftraight benumbd and ftatke.
He backe recurning by the Yuoric dore,
Remounted vpaslightas chearefull Larke,
And on hislitle winges the dreame he bore,

In haft vato his Lord,where he him left afore.

e S Tkt e s S e e
.

WWho all this while with charmesand hidden artes,

" Had madea Lady of that other Spright,
And fram’d of liquid ayre ber tender partes
Soliuely and fo like in all r;;ens fight,

That




16 The firft Baoke of Cant.1e
That weaker fence it could haue rauifht quight:
The maker felfe for all his swvondrous witt,
\W as nigh beguiled withfo goodly fight:
Her all in white he clad, and over it
Caft 2 black ftole, moft Like tofeemefor P fit.

———r—=mu |

Now whenthatydle dreamewas to him brought,
Vnto that Elfnknight he bad himfly,
W here heflept foundly void of el thought,
And with falfe fhewes abufe his fantafy,
Infortashehim fchooled priuily:
And that newcreature borne without her dew,,
Full of the makers guyle with viage {ly
He tanght to imitate that Lady trew,

Wholc femblance fhe did carric vnder feigned hew,

Thuswellinftru&ed, to their worke they hafte,
And comming where theknightin {lomber lay,
Theone vpon%is hardie head him plafte, ‘
Andmade him dreameoflouesand luftfull play,
Thatnighhismanly hart did meltaway, - ,
Bathed in wanton blis and wicked ioy:

Thenfeemed him his Lady by him lay,
And to him playnd,how thatfalfe winged boy, Fray;

Her chafte hart had fubdewd, to learne Dame pleafures
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Andfhe herfelfe of beautie [oueraigne Queene;
Fayre Venus feemde vnto hisbed to bring
Her, whom he waking eucrmore did wzene,
To beethe chafteft flowre, thataye did fpring,
On carthly brauach,the daughter ofa king,

Now aloofe Leman to vilefernice bound: T
Aand eke the Gracesfeemed all tofing, i
Hymen it Hymendauncing allaround, !

WhylGfre(heft Fora her with Yuiegidond crownd:
) In
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= Cant.L the Faery Queene: I>
ik In this great paffion of vnwonted luft,
' Or wonted feare of doing ought amisy

He ftarteth vp,as feeming tomiftruft,

Some fecretill, or hidden foe of his:
| Lo there before his face his Ladie s,
i Vnder blacke ftole hyding herbayted hooke,
-’ And as halfe bluthing offred him tokis,

~ With gendeblandifhmentand loucly lapke,
Moft like that virgin true,which for her knight him took

All cleane difmayd to feefo vncouth fight,
And halfeenraged acher fhamclcﬂ% guife,
He thoughthaueflaincherin his fierce defpight,
But haftie heat tempring with fufferancewife,
He ftayde his hand , andgan himfelfe aduife
"To proue his fenfe, and tempt her faigned truch,
_ Wringing herhandsin 1 wemens pitteous wife,
:: Tho can {he weepe, to ftirre vp gentleruth,
4 Both for her noble blood, and for her tendet youth.

T T

”Ilﬂlml,llll’lgl’f

M 1

|| Andfayd, AhSir, myliege Lord and myloue,
il Shall I accufe the hidden cruell fate,
. And mightie caufes wroughtin heauen aboue,
!; Or the blind God, that doth me thus amate,
_“ For hopedloue to winne me certaine hate?
| Yet thus perforce hebids me do, or dic.
Dic is my dew : yet rew my wretched ftate
You, whom my hard auenging deftinie

Hath madeiudge of my life or death indifferently.

; ~ Your owne deare fake forft meat firft to leaue . 1
f My Fatherskingdom , Therefhe ftopt with teares;
{wollen hart her fpeech feemdto bereaue,

; Her
i And thenagaine begcrr;le, My weaker ycares
. : Sk
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Captiv’d o fortune and fraylewotldly feares
Flyto your fayth for fuccourand fure ayde:

I etmenotdie inlanguoran dlong teares.
WhyDame ( quoth he) what hath ye thus difmayd?

W hat frayes ye, that were wont to comfort me affrayd?

Loue of your [elfe, thefaide, and dear¢ conftrainc

Lets me neg {icepe , but wafte the wearienight
In{ecretanguifh andvn Eitti ed plaint, ‘

W hiles you in carelefle flecpe are drowned quighe.
Her dougtfuﬂ'words made thatredoubred knight
Sufpet her truth: yetfince no’votruth heknew,
Her fawning loue with foule difdainefull {prght

He would not fhend , butfaid , Deare dame L rew,

That for my fake voknowne {uch griefe vnto you grew.

Affure your felfe, it fellnotall toground;

Forall fo deare as life is to my hart,

Idesme your loue, and hold meto you bound

Ne let vaine feares procure your needlefle fmare,
\Where caafeis none , but to your reft depare.

Notall content, yet feemd (he toappeafe

Her mournefull plaintes ,beguiled of herart,

And fed with words, that could not chofe but pleafe,,

So flyding foftlyforth, the tuzndasto her cafle.

Long after lay he mufing acher mood,

Mucheriew’d to thinke thatgentle Dame fo ]}ghc; _

For whofe defence he wastofhed his blood.

Atlaft dull wearines of former fight

Hauing yrockeafleepe hisitkefome fpright,
Thattroublous dreame gan frefhly tofle his braine,
With bowres diesdearedelights

But when he faw his labourall was vaine,

Withthat misformed {pright he backe returnd againes

Cant.
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- Cant. 1L the Faerie Queenes I9
Cant. 11
| o

T be guilefull great Enchannter parts,
o, TheRederofse Knight from Trath =
E Trato Whofe ffeps faire falfbood fFeps, |
And Workes him Yeoefull ruth.

'. o0 |

" Y thisthe Northerne wagoner had fet
Hisfeuenfold teme behind the'ftedfaft ftarre,

That wasin Ocean wauesyet neuerwet,

Bur firmedis fixt) and fendeth light from farre

Toal, thatinthe widedeepe wandring arre: B

And chearefull Chaunticlere with his note fhrill ' ™.

Had warned once, that Phoebus i ery carre,

In haft was climbing vp the Eafterne hill,
Fullenuious that night fo long his roome did fill.
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1 Whenthofe accurfed meflengersofhell,
| Thatfeigning dreame,and that faire-forged S pright
; Came to their wickedmaifter,y and gan tel
[' ~ Theirbootel¢fle paines,and ill fucceedin g night:
; Whoallinrage tofee his (kilfull might
Deluded fo, gan threaten hellih paine
‘ Andfad Proferpines viraththem to affright,
) But whenhe faw his threatning wasbucvain e,
He caft about,and fearclit hisbaleful bokesa gaine.

~ Eftfoones he tooke that mifcreated faire, ,
3 And thatfalfeother Spright,on whom he fpred =
: A {eeming body of the fubrile aire, v oS pE
- LikeayoungSquire; inloues and lufty hed -
i ol B; His




